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ADMINISTRATIVE MEDICINE. Transactions of the First Conference sponsored by the Josiah Macy, Jr., Foundation, March 9, 10, and 11, 1953 . George S. Stevenson, Ed. New York, 1953. 176 pp. $3.00. This little volume, which should not be confused with the compendium on Administrative Medicine edited by Haven Emerson, will be of real interest to those concerned with policy problems in the health field, particularly the areas of professional education, hospitalization, and insurance. It furnishes a case report of attitudes toward current problems uppermost in the minds of a carefully selected group of participants most of whom carry responsibility for action at their own desks. In spite of the obvious limitations of translating conversation to the printed page, it does succeed to a remarkable degree in recreating the conversational tone. Since most of the participants are well known, many readers will find their reconstruction of the conference aided by well-remembered tones of voice, mannerisms, and even gestures. The intentional lack of an agenda and the encouragement of free association resulted in an astonishing breadth of subject material, the encyclopedic nature of which afforded the faithful subject indexer a field day. Nevertheless, it was not intended that the list be all-inclusive, and it is not surprising that important areas were omitted though not necessarily overlooked.
There is a fascination in looking over one's own (and one's neighbor's) mending basket where all kinds of odd garments with interesting shapes and functions have a common resting place awaiting patching and darning. And yet this particular exercise has real value, because it realistically reflects the unresolved problems of the day. All in all this is a fascinating experiment in the art of communication focused on present problems. It has additional timeliness in view of the currently rediscovered emphasis on the values of intelligent conversation. It suggests itself as a welcome addition to the source material for the stimulation of graduate seminars on problems in the health field. Many will find this little book of interest. The careful reader is rewarded from time to time with nuggets of insight and illustration rarely found in the more formal presentations. The papers are written on a high scientific level and show signs of having been prepared with considerable thought. The book can be unhesitatingly recommended to all who consider themselves as biophysicists, as well as to many workers whose interests lie on the outskirts.
The price for the book seems definitely high, as though the publishers were anticipating purchase by libraries only, with negligible sales to individuals. This philosophy may be justifiable in regard to many of the annual reviews of scientific fields which appear these days. However, in biophysics
